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Introduction
All Hertfordshire Local Authority (LA) maintained school have a similar approach to
meeting the needs of pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and are supported by the
LA to ensure that all pupils, regardless of their specific needs, make the best possible progress in school.
All schools are supported to be as inclusive as possible, with the needs of pupils with
(SEND) being met in a mainstream setting wherever possible.
The four broad areas of need are:
 Communication and Interaction
 Cognition and Learning
 Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties
 Sensory and Physical Needs

What is the Local Offer?
The Children and Families Bill requires local
authorities and schools to publish
and keep under review information about
services they expect to be available
for the children and young people with SEND aged 0 – 25.
This is the Local Offer.
The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and transparency for
families. It is also an important resource for parents and carers in
understanding the range or services and provision in the local area.
To find out about the local authority’s local offer of services and provision for children
and young people with SEND click on the links below:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/the-hertfordshire-local-offer.aspx

There are some questions below which parents with children with SEND may want answers
to. Please see the information on the next slides for more information about
the Local Offer from Leavesden Green Primary School and how we can support you and
your child.
1. What kinds of special educational needs are provided for at
Leavesden Green Primary School?

2. What should I do if I think my child has special educational
needs?

3. How does the school know if children need extra help ?

4. How is the decision made about the type and how much
support my child will receive?

5. How will the staff at Leavesden Green School support my
child?

6. What is Leavesden Green ’s approach to teaching, learning
and development of children with special educational needs?

7. How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

8. How will I know how my child is doing and how will the
school help me to support my child’s learning?

9. What support will there be for my child’s overall well being?

10. How will the school prepare and support my child to join
the school, transfer to a new setting or the next stage of
education?

11. How are facilities that are available accessed by children
with special educational needs?

12. How will my child be included in activities outside the
classroom including school trips?

13. What training have the staff supporting SEND had or what
training are they having?

14. What specialist services and expertise are available at or
accessed by the school?

15. How is the effectiveness of special educational provision
assessed and evaluated?

16. Who can I contact for further information?

What kinds of special educational needs are provided for at Leavesden Green Primary
School?
Leavesden Green Primary School is a fully inclusive mainstream school and our aim is to:
• raise the achievement of all children, including those with a learning difficulty, disability, disadvantage or
special educational needs;
• personalise provision to enable all children to achieve their full potential;
• recognise and assess additional needs, putting appropriate and timely intervention in place to ensure that
everything is done to remove barriers to learning at the earliest opportunity;
• actively involve parents and carers in the decisions affecting their child’s education;
• seek children’s views at all stages of their education.
In order to achieve these aims we will ensure that:
• all adults have the highest aspirations for every child;
• provision is responsive and well matched to children’s needs;
• extended services provision makes a difference to outcomes for children
• and their families;
• pupil’s views are used to inform school improvement planning;
• every child is able to access all areas of school life.
Provision is made to meet the needs of children with SEND in the four areas of:
Communication and Interaction

Cognition and Learning
Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties
Sensory and Physical Needs.

What should I do if I think my child has special educational needs?
If you have any concerns regarding your child’s progress or well-being then please speak to your
child’s class teacher first and they will talk with the Special Educational Coordinator (SENCo) Mrs
Seidler.

How does the school know if children need extra help ?
At different times in their school life, a child may have a special educational need (SEN). The Code of Practice 2014 defines SEN
as follows:
“A child or young person may have SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which call for special education
provision to be made for him or her. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty if he or
she:
a) has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or
b) Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of the facilities of a kind generally provided for
others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions.”

Where a child’s progress is significantly slower than that of their peers, or fails to
match their previous rate of progress, despite high quality teaching targeted at
specific areas of difficulty, it may be that they have SEN. Information will be
gathered, including seeking the views of parents and the child, as well as from
teachers and assessments.

How is the decision made about the type and how much support my child will
receive?
If a child is identified as having SEND, we will provide support that is
additional to or different from the differentiated approaches and learning
arrangements normally provided as part of the high quality, personalised
teaching intended to overcome the barrier to their learning. This support is
set out in Leavesden Green’s Provision Map.
When providing support that is additional to or different from we engage in
a four-stage process:
Assess, Plan, Do and Review. This is outlined on the next page.
While the majority of children with SEN will have their needs met in this
way, some may require an Education, Health and Care needs assessment
to determine whether it is necessary for the Local Authority to make
provision in accordance with and Education, Health and Care Plan.

The Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle
Assess – involves taking into consideration all the information from
discussions with parents or carers, the child, the class teacher and
assessments.

Plan – this stage identifies the barriers to learning, intended outcomes and
details what additional support will be provided to help overcome the barriers.
Decisions will be recorded on an intervention plan and will form the basis for
termly review meetings.
Do – support will be provided by extra assistance for learning or learning aids
as set out in the intervention plan.

Review – impact of the support provided will be measured and changes to the
support will be made. All of those involved – the child, their parents or carers,
their class teacher, teaching assistants and the SENCo contribute to this
stage. This then informs the next cycle. Meetings with Teachers and Learning
Support Assistants to discuss children’s progress are held every half term.
These are called Pupil Progress Meetings with the Senior Leadership Team.
The children have also got a voice to add to these meetings about how they
feel their learning is going, what is working well for them and where they feel
they need to go next.

How will the staff at Leavesden Green support my child?
The Headteacher has overall responsibility for provision for children with
SEND.
The school has a designated Special Educational Needs Coordinator (Anna
Seidler) who is responsible for the leadership and day-to-day management of
SEND provision. There is also a designated SEND governor, Graham Sleight.
Class teachers will: check on the progress of every child and identify, plan and
deliver any additional help a child may need in liaison with the SENCo; share
and review intervention plans with parents or carers at least once each term;
personalise teaching and learning as identified on the Cohort Provision Map
and ensure that Leavesden Green’s Inclusion Policy is followed in their
classroom and for all the children they teach with SEND.
At Leavesden Green we have a strong team of support staff who may also
provide additional support, working with individual children or small groups.
This team includes Early Years Practitioners, Learning Support Assistants, a
Pupil and Family Support Worker and a fully qualified Play Therapist.

What is Leavesden’s approach to teaching, learning and
development of children with special educational needs?
At Leavesden Green we recognise our responsibility to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all children.
Class teachers will:
•set suitable learning challenges;
•respond to children’s diverse learning needs;
•overcome potential barriers to learning and
assessment for individuals and groups of children.

Curriculum planning for children with SEND will take account of the type and extent of the difficulty experienced by the
child. In many cases, the action necessary to respond to an individual’s requirements for curriculum access will be met
through greater differentiation of tasks and materials. A smaller number of children may need access to specialist
equipment and approaches or to alternative or adapted activities, following advice and support from external professionals.
Teachers and learning support assistants will, where appropriate, work closely with other agencies who may be supporting
the child.

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?
Additional support will be tailored to meet the child’s needs and will target the area of difficulty. This support may be
provided in class or in another area of the school on a one-to-one basis or as part of a small group of children with similar
needs. These interventions may be run by a teacher or a trained teaching assistant.

For a small number of children, their needs may require access to technology. For example, modified ICT equipment or
recording devices, or time spent in our developing sensory room.

How will I know how my child is doing and how will the school help
me to support my child’s learning?
The class teacher is available to discuss your child’s progress or any
concerns you may have and to share information about what is working
well at school and at home so that similar strategies can be used.
The SENCo is also available to meet with you to discuss your child’s
progress or any concerns that you may have.
A home-school contact book may be used to support communication
when this has been agreed to be useful for you and your child.
Your child’s progress will be continually monitored by his / her class
teacher and this will be reviewed formally at Pupil Progress Meetings.
If your child has an Barrier Map, regular reviews will take place to
ensure that the intervention is having the intended effect. Termly
reviews will involve you and your child as well as his / her class teacher.
The progress of children with an Education, Health and Care Plan will
be formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all adults involved in
their education.

What support will there be for my child’s overall well being?

We recognise that some children may have additional
emotional and social needs that need to be developed.
For children who need further support we offer a range of
interventions, including individual work, protective
behaviours, Drawing and Talking, First Steps to
behaviour. These are delivered by our external Play
Therapist or our School based Family Support Worker,
Vicky Debono.
If a child needs extra support, the SENCo or School
Based Family Support Worker will access support from
external agencies with the permission of the parents or
carers.

How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new
setting or the next stage of education?
Transition is a part of life for all children, whether it involves moving to a new class or moving to
a new school. We recognise that transition is an important time for all children, but especially
so for a child with SEN. We work closely with parents, children and staff to ensure these
transitions run as smoothly as possible.
Planning for transitions within the school will take place in the Summer Term. Arrangements for
transition to secondary school for pupils with SEN will be planned according to individual need.
During Year 6 transition information, previously agreed with
parents or carers, will be shared with the SENCO at their next
school. This information will outline needs and support that has
proven effective.
Where possible, children will visit their new school; staff from the
new school will visit him or her at Leavesden Green or staff from
Leavesden Green will accompany the child on visits to their next
school.

How are facilities that are available accessed by children with special educational
needs?

The school is fully compliant with the requirements of the Disability
Discrimination Act.
We ensure that wherever possible, equipment used is
accessible to all children regardless of their needs.
After-school and extra-curricular activities are accessible to
all children, including those with SEND.
Please contact Mrs Seidler (SENCo) if your child has any
specific requirements.

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?

At Leavesden Green Primary School we believe that all
children are entitled to the same access to extra-curricular
activities and are committed to making reasonable
adjustments to ensure participation for all.
Please contact your Class Teacher or Mrs Seidler (SENCo)
if your child has any specific requirements for extracurricular activities.

What training have the staff supporting SEND had or what training are they having?
Leavesden Green Primary School provides training and support to enable all
staff to improve the teaching and learning of all children, including those with
SEND.
This includes:
• Herts Steps Training
•First Aid Training, including paediatric first aiders
•One teaching assistant and one Early Years Practitioner have an NVQ level
3 in Speech and Language.
•Autism
•Dyslexia
•Phonics and Spellings
•English and Maths interventions
•Behaviour Strategies
•Protective Behaviours
Training is refreshed regularly and all opportunities for additional training are
sought to ensure that staff have an up to date working knowledge of SEND
issues and current legislation.

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?
Where difficulties persist despite high quality interventions and appropriate adjustments, advice and
support may be requested from other professionals with the consent of parents or carers.

Leavesden Green has developed effective partnerships with external support services and these play
an important part in helping the school identify, assess, plan and make provision for all pupils with
additional needs.
These services include:
•Educational Psychologist
•Behaviour Specialist
•Speech and Language Therapist
•Occupational Therapist
•Advisory teachers
•School Nurse/Health Visitor
•Family Support Workers
•Attendance Improvement Officer
•Children’s Services
•Play Therapist

How is the effectiveness of special educational provision assessed and evaluated?
Pupil Progress Meetings are held every half term. The progress of
individual pupils is discussed and additional provision needed, to address
barriers to learning, is identified. This is then followed up by the Phase
Leaders 3 to 4 weeks after the Pupil Progress Meetings to discuss how the
provision is going and if anything else needs to be done.
To provide a clear picture of the quality and consistency of inclusive practice
across school, it is monitored and evaluated through:
•classroom observation
•scrutiny of pupils’ work
•discussion with pupils

Who can I contact for further information?
• In case of any difficulty with the provision made, class teachers should be the first point of reference for
parents or carers. If these difficulties cannot be resolved, the school’s Complaints Procedure will be
followed. If independent disagreement resolution is requested, further information about this process
will be made on request.
• Parent Partnership Service
• The Parent Partnership Service is an impartial service funded by Hertfordshire County Council.
• Their expertise and training in special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), and disagreement
resolution help them to help parents.
• They offer a personalised, confidential service to help parents understand how special educational
needs are assessed and managed, so that they can make informed decisions about their child’s
education.
• The contact details for our Parent Partnership Advisor are:
• Karen Edwards-Watford and Three Rivers - 01992 555847
karen.edwards@hertfordshire.gov.uk
• Other useful contacts:
• www.kids.org/hub A charity that works with disabled children, young people and their families.

