Reading at Leavesden Green

Reading is a fundamental skill for both learning and life. At Leavesden Green, we value the power of reading as a tool to develop
knowledge and open our imagination. We strive to be a ‘Community of Readers’ which develops and shares a love of reading
with all our learners. We value the complexity of the process of learning to read. This is reflected in our curriculum for reading as we
appreciate the need to develop the necessary skills and behaviours which will ensure we create confident, competent readers with
a strong love of reading.
We provide a well-rounded experience of reading through the following provision:

Spaces to Read
The value we instill in reading is reflected in the spaces we create for reading.

Libraries and Library Books
Both the Nook and Snug library offer a range of high quality books covering fiction and nonfiction. As well as offering comfortable and
engaging spaces to read, the libraries also offer learners the opportunity to borrow books to read at home. We encourage all our learners to
borrow books which they can share and enjoy with their families at home.

The Nook

Here are some of the amazing books we offer in the Nook:

The Snug

Here are some of the amazing books we offer in the Snug:

Whole Class Reading
We approach the teaching of reading through Whole Class Reading. Through these sessions learners experience a range of text extracts to
develop their breadth of reading.
This consists of 3 sessions explained below:
Session 1 - Text Familiarisation and Vocabulary Exploration
Reading a text extract together as class to develop ‘book talk’ and reading behaviours. This session prompts discussion around reading
through exploring authors, genres and features of texts. This is also an opportunity to explore new vocabulary within the text and secure
understanding of the text.
Session 2 - Developing Fluency
Reading aloud is a fundamental skill which develops fluency and understanding for reading. This session involves reading aloud together
as a class focusing on expression, volume and pace. Within this session learners reread texts through echo and choral reading.
Session 3 - Developing Comprehension Skills
Developing the ‘skills for reading’: retrieval, predict, compare, question, summarise and analyse.
These sessions are based on our whole school skills progression. In these sessions we teach, practise and apply comprehension skills
which help deepen our learners' understanding of the text.
To support our teaching of reading we have the following definitions:

Accessing the text
decode
vocabulary
visualise
empathise

Using our knowledge of letters and sounds to pronounce written words.
The words we need to know to understand what we read.
Creating mental images to represent the ideas you have read.
Sensing others emotions and thoughts.

Reading Aloud
pace
volume
expression

The speed that we read.
The degree of loudness used in reading.
To match the feeling of the text.

Comprehension Skills
retrieval

To locate information

predict

To anticipate what will happen next.

compare

Identifying the similarities and differences between two elements.

question

Seeking information to build understanding

summarise
analyse

Identifying the main ideas.
To break down into parts and examine.

Apply
infer

Using clues from the text and your own knowledge to make a conclusion.

For further support and information about supporting your child’s reading journey please go to their Google Classroom page.

Phonics
Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps children hear, identify and use different sounds that distinguish
one word from another in the English language.
We teach phonics through a synthetic systematic approaching, meaning that we introduce our learners to sounds in a planned
progression format. We deliver daily phonics sessions which follow the teach, practice and apply structure. We base the structure of
our teaching on the LCP phonics scheme. We are constantly reviewing and monitoring the impact of our phonics provisions to ensure
our learners are making good progress in developing their phonological awareness.
We have developed our own coverage plan (detailed below):
Phase 1
Aspect 1

Phase 1
Aspect 2 & 3

Phase 1
Aspect 2 & 3

Phase 1
Aspect 4

Phase 1
Aspect 5

Phase 1
Aspect 5

Sound
DiscriminationEnvironmental

Sound
DiscriminationInstrumental

Sound
DiscriminationBody Sounds

Rhythm & Rhyme

Alliteration

Voice Sounds

Phase 2
Set 1: s t a p
Set 2: i m n d

Phase 2

Phase 3

Phase 3

Phase 3

Phase 4

Set 3: g o c k
Set 4: ck u e r

Set 6: j v w x
Set 7: y z zz qu

Vowel Digraphs:
ai, ee, oa,

Vowel Digraphs:

Polysyllabic Words

ear, er

Letter Blends
Starting Blends
tr, dr, gr

Key Words:
the,
I

Set 5:
h b f ff l ll ss

Consonant Digraphs:
ch sh th ng

oo (long & short), or,
ar,
air,ure

Key Words:
to, in, into, no,
go

Key Words:
he, we, she, me,be,
was, my, are. you

igh, ur, ow, oi
Key Words:
all, her, see, they,
too

Key Words:
(phase 4)
said so

Ending Blends
st , nd, mp
Key Words:
recap

Phase 4

Phase 5

Phase 5

Phase 5

Phase 5

Phase 5

Starting Blends

Phase 5a
New Graphemes

Phase 5a
New Graphemes

Phase 5b
Alternative
Pronunciation

Phase 5c
Alternative
Graphemes

Phase 5c
Spelling Rules

tr, dr, gr, cr, br. Fr, bl,
fl, gl, pl, cl, cr
ay, ou, ie
ea, oy, ir, ue
Ending Blends
aw, wh
oe, au, ew
st , nd, mp, nt, nk, ft, a_e, e_e, i_e, o_e
sk, lt, lp, lf, lk, pt, xt

u_e

Plurals
c (s), g (j)

Phase 5b
Alternative
Pronunciation
I (igh), o (oa),
u (ue/oo),
ow (oa), ie (igh)
e, ea, (ee)
a (ai,ar,o)
y (igh), ou (oo)
ch (tch), st (s)

Phase 5c
Alternative
Graphemes

o, oe (oa)
u (oo)
s (sh)
ore, our, oor (or)
Recap Phase 5

tch(ch), se (s),
st (s)
a, al (ar), ere (ear),
are (air), se (z),
y (ee), ur (er)

Key Words:
what, when, were, Key Words:
Key Words:
Key Words:
Key Words:
little, out, some, people, oh , their, by, here, where, asked, water,
were, would, should, could,
come, there, one, do have, like, old, don’t, very
because, thought, love, work, friends
Mr , Mr, who
eyes, please, want,
looked,
called,
looked, called

Past Tense
Adding ‘ing’
Adding ‘er’
Adding ‘est’

Key Words:
many , laughed,
want, children, over,
home

The Phonics Phases
Phase 1
Phase 1 concentrates on developing children’s speaking and listening skills and lays the foundation for the phonics work which starts in
Phase 2. The emphasis during Phase 1 is to get the children attuned to the sounds around them and ready to begin developing oral blending
and segmenting skills.
Phase 1 is divided into seven aspects. Each aspect contains three strands:
1. Tuning into sounds (auditory discrimination)
2. Listening and remembering sounds (auditory memory and sequencing)
3. Talking about Sounds (developing vocabulary and language comprehension)

It is intended that each of the first six aspects should be taught in sequence and then revised regularly throughout the teaching phase 1. This
creates a balance of taught subjects across the teaching of phase 1.

Aspect 1 – General sound discrimination – environmental
The aim of this aspect is to raise children’s awareness of the sounds around them and to develop their listening skills. Activities suggested in
the guidance include going on a listening walk, drumming on different items outside and comparing the sounds, playing a sounds lotto game
and making shakers.

Aspect 2 – General sound discrimination – instrumental sounds
This aspect aims to develop children’s awareness of sounds made by various instruments and noise makers. Activities include comparing and
matching sound makers, playing instruments alongside a story and making loud and quiet sounds.

Aspect 3 – General sound discrimination – body percussion
The aim of this aspect is to develop children’s awareness of sounds and rhythms. Activities include singing songs and action rhymes, listening
to music and developing a sound vocabulary.

Aspect 4 – Rhythm and rhyme
This aspect aims to develop children’s appreciation and experiences of rhythm and rhyme in speech. Activities include rhyming stories,
rhyming bingo, clapping out the syllables in words and odd one out.

Aspect 5 – Alliteration
The focus is on initial sounds of words, with activities including I-Spy type games and matching objects which begin with the same sound.

Aspect 6 – Voice sounds
The aim is to distinguish between different vocal sounds and to begin oral blending and segmenting. Activities include Metal Mike, where
children feed pictures of objects into a toy robot’s mouth and the teacher sounds out the name of the object in a robot voice – /c/-/u/-/p/
cup, with the children joining in.

Aspect 7 – Oral blending and segmenting
In this aspect, the main aim is to develop oral blending and segmenting skills.

To practise oral blending, the teacher could say some sounds, such as /c/-/u/-/p/ and see whether the children can pick out a cup from a
group of objects. For segmenting practice, the teacher could hold up an object such as a sock and ask the children which sounds they can
hear in the word sock.
The activities introduced in Phase 1 are intended to continue throughout the following phases, as lots of practice is needed before children
will become confident in their phonics knowledge and skills.

Phase 2
In Phase 2, letters and their sounds are introduced one at a time. A set of letters is taught over 2 weeks to, in the following sequence:
●
●
●
●
●

Set 1: s, a, t, p
Set 2: i, n, m, d
Set 3: g, o, c, k
Set 4: ck, e, u, r
Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss

As soon as each set of letters is introduced, children will be encouraged to use their knowledge of the letter sounds to blend and sound out
words. For example, they will learn to blend the sounds s-a-t to make the word sat. They will also start learning to segment words. For
example, they might be asked to find the letter sounds that make the word tap from a small selection of magnetic letters.

Phase 3
By the time they reach Phase 3 of the Letters and Sounds programme, children will already be able to blend and segment words
containing the 19 letters taught in Phase 2.
Over the 12 weeks which Phase 3 is expected to last, 25 new graphemes are introduced one at a time.
●
●
●
●

Set 6: j, v, w, x
Set 7: y, z, zz, qu
Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, ng
Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er

During Phase 3, children will also learn the letter names using an alphabet song, although they will continue to use the sounds when
decoding words.

Phase 4
When children start Phase 4 they know a grapheme for each of the 42 phonemes. They will be able to blend phonemes to read CVC
(consonant vowel consonant) words, and segment in order to spell them.
Children will also have begun reading straightforward two-syllable words and simple captions, as well as reading and spelling some
tricky words.
In Phase 4, no new graphemes are introduced. The main aim of this phase is to consolidate the children’s knowledge and to help them
learn to read and spell words which have adjacent consonants, such as trap, string and milk.

Phase 5
Children entering Phase 5 will already be able to read and spell words with adjacent consonants, such as trap, string and flask. They
will also be able to read and spell some polysyllabic words.
In Phase 5, children will learn more graphemes and phonemes. For example, they already know ai as in rain, but now they will be
introduced to ay as in day and a-e as in make.
Alternative pronunciations for graphemes will also be introduced, e.g. ea in tea, head and break.
With practice, speed at recognising and blending graphemes will improve. Word and spelling knowledge will be worked on extensively.

Keywords
Keywords or common exception words are words which do not follow the phonological rules which children have learnt so far but are
needed to make sense of words in sentences.
Here are some examples of keywords: the, are, me

Supporting Phonics Learning at Home
Every 2 weeks teachers create a video including activities to revise and practise at home based on class based learning.

All learners will bring home a fully decodable book based on their previously learnt phonemes. These books are organised within our
Phonics Book Scheme. This book should be reading regularly at home to help them develop their decoding skills and fluency for
reading.

In addition to this, all learners (Reception to Year 1) bring home a ‘Practice Pack’ with resources based on their current learning. These
packs will include sound cards and keyword cards. Depending on their current phase they will also include words, captions or
sentences.

As a school we subscribe to Reading Eggs to offer additional practice for decoding through online games and activities.
Link: https://readingeggs.co.uk/

Home Reading
Reading Journals
Reading Journals play an important role in reading at Leavesden Green as it offers a space for our learners to share and celebrate their
reading. In this book they can share extracts from their reading e.g. recipes, fact files, maps and complete activities linked to their current
reading. Each half term a ‘Bingo Sheet’ will be provided to help with ideas.
Example of Bingo Sheets

Reading Journals also offer communication between home and school through feedback stickers. These offer information about learners'
reading and next steps to support at home. These stickers also include a ‘comment from home’ so information can be shared with school.

Examples of Reading Journals

KS2 Reading Pathway

This pathway offers a broad range of ‘real’ books structured to offer progress in reading. There is a balance between fiction and non fiction
and learners will encounter a variety of genres and authors through the pathway.

Useful Links
We support our learners developing the habits and behaviours of readers. One important aspect of this is regular visits to your local library.
Hertfordshire Libraries
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/libraries-and-archives.aspx
This site offers a huge catalogue of text extracts which are free to access. This allows you to sample the openings of books as well as offering
recommendations for different ages and genres.
Kids Love Reading
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/

