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W ELCOME
Welcome! We cannot wait for your child to join our school. Early education is the
foundation for a lifetime of learning and we believe in the importance of nurturing our
children to develop the skills and characteristics to be successful learners.
Learning is a journey which involves exploration, challenge and enjoyment. We value how
our children learn as equally as what is being taught, striving to develop the whole child.
We want your child to settle quickly and happily. To make this process easier we have
compiled this booklet to provide you with useful information about our setting. If you
have any queries or concerns, please contact us and we will be happy to offer further
support.

THE CURRICULUM
Our curriculum is designed around the progressive development of skills linked with the
prime and specific areas of learning:
Prime Areas of Learning
-Communication and Language
-Personal, Social and Emotional
Development
-Physical Development
Specific Areas of Learning
-Literacy
-Mathematics
-Understanding the World
-Expressive Arts and Design
.

These are underpinned by the
Characteristics of Effective Learners:
-Learning through play and exploration
-Developing motivation to achieve and
focus within play
-Prompting the skills of independence and critical
thinking

Across our school we focus on developing the whole child both academically and personally to equip them with the
skills and attributes to be successful learners as well as considerate and aware people. We promote these through our
‘Umbrella Words’ which is a language of learning attributes which we value as a school. Here are some of these words:

brave

responsible
considerate

focus

independent
patient

kind

confident

Restorative Practice
As a school we follow the principles of Restorative Practice.
Restorative Practice is about relationships, social capital, connections and personal growth, which puts it right
at the heart of education. It embodies a set of core beliefs, principles and a way of being with people that
proactively promotes building a sense of community and developing social capital. It creates a common
language, a common approach for fostering a sense of social responsibility and shared accountability. When we
work with and alongside people, rather than make decisions about them in isolation, outcomes and impact are
so much greater. We believe in providing a balance of challenge and support for all our children.

Preliminary Visits
Starting something new or facing a change comes with a variety of
feelings. We appreciate this and know each of our new starters come
with their own individual experiences and personalities. We feel the best
way we can cater to these is to spend time getting to know them and
their families ahead of them starting with us in September.
Children will be invited to attend two settling in sessions to explore the
setting, meet the staff and the other children.
The Early Years staff will contact parents/carers of children to arrange a
home visit. This is an opportunity for us to get to know you and your
child in your home environment and for you to ask any questions.
As staff we then consider all that we have learnt about our learners to
shape our provision and learning moving forward.
Across our setting all children start together on their first day.
For Reception children half or full days are optional for your child’s first
week. Please inform the class teacher at the start of each day what time
you would like to collect your child.

G E N E R A L IN F O R M AT I O N
The school day starts for all children at 8.55am. The school doors are open from 8.40am.
Nursery Children come into school accompanied by their parents/carers to the Nursery class. At 11.50am parents/carers
can collect their children from Nursery entrance.
Reception Children come into school accompanied by their parents/carers through their entrance to the Reception class. At
3.10pm parents/carers can collect their children from the same entrance (or at 1.15pm from the office during their first week
at school).
Self Registration is part of our morning routine in Nursery and Reception. This enables children to come straight into school
and start learning. It is essential that your child is in school on time to participate in their essential part of the school day.
Parking There is no parking available for parents on our site. Parking is available in the local area.
Collection Parents should notify the office if another adult is picking up their child from school. Children will not be
released from school without notification to the office.

Late Arrivals for security reasons and fire regulations children arriving late should enter the school through the school
office. Classroom doors are shut promptly for the same reasons.
Children are not allowed to leave the school premises without their parent/carer or a notified representative. Parents
arriving late at the end of the session should collect their children from the school office. If you are late collecting your
child they will be placed in our After School Club and you will incur a late collection charge of £13.00 per child.

Uniform
All children are expected to wear school uniform. The school uniform comprises a green sweatshirt /jumper or cardigan,
grey trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore dress and a white shirt or polo shirt. In the summer children can wear green and
white checked dresses. All children need a PE kit which comprises of black shorts, t-shirt in house colours and trainers
for PE outside. There are dedicated days for PE and children should come to school wearing their PE Kits on these days.
It is important that the children wear clothing/footwear which is comfortable and that they can get on and off
independently for PE activities.
A waterproof coat and Wellington boots are very important, as we will be participating in outdoor activities every day
so all children should have these in school at all times.
We expect that all children joining Nursery or Reception will be toilet trained but if this is
not the case do not worry and come and speak to a member of the staff. Children develop
at different ages and it will not be a problem if your child still needs help.
During the summer, children need sun hats. Please could you name ALL your child’s
clothing.
For safety reasons, your child is only allowed to wear one pair of small stud earrings and a
wristwatch to school. NO other jewellery of any kind is permitted.

Snack
Children are provided with a piece of fruit or vegetable daily as part of the Governments 5-a-day scheme. We utilise snack
as a opportunity to develop children’s independence, language and fine motor skills. To enhance this we offer additional
snack options throughout the week. We offer a ‘rolling snack’ during Child Initiated Learning offering our learners the
choice of when to access their snack.
Children who have ordered school milk will drink this during this time. Children who are not having milk will have still non
flavoured water from their bottle. All the children are expected to bring their own water bottle each day which should be
taken home at the end of the day and refilled for the next day.
Please let the school office know if your child is allergic to any food/drink items. We are a nut and chocolate free school.

Super Learners
Once the Nursery and Reception children have settled they
will attend whole school ‘Super learner’ assembly where each
class chooses two ‘Super Learners’ who have been showing
the skills of an effective learner.

AT TENDA NCE
Illness
Please keep a child at home who is obviously unwell. If they have had sickness and/or diarrhoea then they must not return to
school for 48 hours after the last episode. If your child is unable to attend school for illness, please telephone the school by
9am each morning to let us know. When your child is well enough to return to school please send in a note to confirm the reason for absence.
Please keep the office up to date with your contact numbers in case we need to make contact with you during the school day.
Holidays
Parents are strongly advised not to book family holidays during term time. Holidays during term time will not be authorised by
the school. Authorisation will only be granted by the school in exceptional circumstances and only with attendance of over
95%. Please read our attendance policy on the school website or obtain a copy from the office for further information on
attendance and holidays.
Term dates for the following year are always made available from the Easter of the previous academic year and are available
from the school office and on our school website.

Foundation Stage Profile
At the end of their time in Reception, the children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals. They are
assessed to be either emerging, expected, or exceeding the goals, this forms their Foundation Stage Profile and is reported
to you at the end of the term. This information is moderated and agreed with other teachers in the school and shared with
the Year 1 team to ensure a smooth transition for your child and their learning into Year 1.
The Early Years Unit staff will keep you informed of your child’s progress at parents evenings and through an end of year
report. If necessary, the class teacher will make contact with you on a more regular basis should they have concerns.

Keeping you Connected
Tapestry is an online learning journal. Learning Journals document individual children’s learning
through teacher observations of their play or adult led sessions. Each week the staff within the
setting will undertake observations of your child's learning which will be shared with you through
their Tapestry account. This allows you to see and offer comments on their learning in school.
Every class across our school has a Google Classroom. There are virtual spaces to share and
celebrate whole class news and learning. We use these platforms to support home learning and each
week videos will be posted to support you learning at home.
Once we allocated classes you will be provided with the email address for child’s teacher. This offers
you direct communication for support with your child's learning.

Parents as Partners
We value our parents as having an important role in children’s education. We know learning does not begin when children
start formal schooling. The children join us having already begun this journey and you have played the main role in their
education so far.
We want to continue to value the offer to your child’s learning through sharing your child’s learning journal, parent
consultations and opportunities to continue learning at home. In many cases this is simply through everyday opportunities
talking around the dinner table, counting the objects from the shopping and sharing and enjoying stories.
Through home learning we will share ideas and activities for you to do at home to support your child’s learning. This
includes a weekly phonics based video and ’play at home investigations’ which will be shared through the google
classroom.

READING
Reading is an essential learning skill. At Leavesden we value the importance of
reading and aim to create readers who both value and enjoy books, stories and
texts. What we ask from you is simple. Read. Share stories, read information and
talk about texts. Research shows a direct connection between academic success
and children who are read to from an early age. More than this reading offers a
range of personal benefits.
In our school all children from Nursery to Year 6 are given a
Reading Journal. This book offers a space for learners to share
their reading through photos, drawings and comments from
home and school. Learners can also stick in texts they have
read e.g. postcards, recipes, maps. This highlights to our
learners that reading is all around you and all reading is
important.

Links with Main School
We appreciate our setting is a part of
our wider school community . The
children in the Early Years Setting are
fully involved with the main school
and join in with most of the whole
school activities where appropriate,
including assemblies, fund-raising and
themed days. At Christmas the Early
Years
Unit
produce
a
joint
performance with Key Stage One and
also participate in their sports day and
cross country together.

Every Child a Talker
It may seem an obvious thing to say, but one of the best things we can do with young
children is to have interesting and enjoyable conversations with them. What this means
is that as we go about our activities, we should make a special effort to answer
children’s questions, point out things that interest us, involve children in helping and
planning what to do next – whether that’s putting out things to play, tidying up, where
to visit or whatever. Talk is how children make sense of the world. In our setting, we
prioritise every interaction as a learning moment. Adults join children in play to explore
and challenge their thinking.

W HAT HAPPENS NEXT?
Thank you for taking the time to read this document.
We want both you and your child to feel as ready as possible to start in our setting. We know ‘starting school’ can generate
a range of feelings for both children and their parents. We aim to ease these feelings as much as we can. I have included
some helpful tips below for ‘getting ready for school’.
Our office team will be in contact to let you know about important dates coming up and how to access our New Starters
resources but in the meantime please contact us if you have any questions:

admin@leavesden.education

G E T T IN G R EA DY F O R S C H O O L
Starting school will offer lots of exciting new experiences and challenges. When talking about this at home try and keep the
conversation positive and exciting but ensure you listen to any worries or concern your child might have. Focusing on ‘getting
ready’ allows children to feel in control and can ease some of the worries they may be facing.
Point out our school when out for a
walk or a drive.

Practice putting on and taking off your
coat. Have a go at trying to do your
own zip.

Let them practice taking off and putting Read stories, books, instructions, maps,
on their own shoes and socks.
road signs…. Anything you can read to
them!

Encourage them to ‘have a go’.
Find ways to encourage them to try
new things to get used the feeling of
being brave.

Sharing and being responsible.
Encourage them to be responsible for
their toys and things. Putting them
away when they have finished and
sharing them with others.

This could be new fruits or exploring
new parts of the woods together.
Talk about how this feels.

Board games are a good way to
encourage turn taking.

